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1 Audit details 
 

1.1 Client Name 
ForestrySA/ The South Australian Forestry Corporation. 
 

1.2 Business address of the client 
11 Harvey Road, Kuitpo, SA 5201. 
 

1.3 Names of review team members and audit team leader 
Jonathan Tibbits, Wayne Tibbits [audit team leader]. 
 

1.4 Dates of review 
Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th August 2026. 
 

1.5 Purpose and the scope of this audit  
 

1.5.1 Type of review 
 Stage 2 certification  Surveillance post certification – includes review as follow up to proposed corrective 

action from Forestry SA’s management feedback;   Re-certification;  Follow up, special or transition  

1.5.2 Forest sites visited to assess 
№ 1-4 are sites in the Second Valley area and were harvest or silviculture activities. № 5-12 are sites in the Mount 
Crawford area and most [6-12] were related to ecosystem services scope of certification. № 13-18 are sites in the 
Kuitpo area with one silviculture [14]. Planned control of Noxious weeds, Cape Tulip, could not be visited. 

1. Wattle Gate – Pine clearfall operation actively undertaken by contractor Lico. 
2. Wattle Gate - Completed road works; FSA is responsible for coordination of this work by contractor. This 

site was a random selection. 
3. Mt Hayfield – Cable harvesting / steep country operation. The cable harvesting machine was not operating 

at the time of the audit. This site was a random selection 
4. Plantation establishment – Mt Hayfield 2026 completed planting and adjoining areas of 2025 establishment 

and 2024 establishment.  
5. Big Flat – T2 thinning operation actively undertaken by Lico harvesting crew. 
6. Big Flat – Compartment 209 Grevillea ilicifolia identification and protection. 
7. Big Flat – Wild pine management within native vegetation adjoining or adjacent to plantation areas. 
8. Mt Crawford Depot / Workshop 
9. Forties – Flying fox colony. 
10. Forties and areas around it – Integrated pest animal management aerial shooting programme. 
11. Fox Creek Bike Park - mountain biking. 
12. Chalks Campground – camping, walking/hiking. 
13. Christmas Hills’ Native Forest Reserve – restricted distribution Candlebark trees, surveyed fungi 

[mushroom]. 
14. Christmas Hills – recently completed infill plant and replant after poor survival from 2025 planting. 
15. Chookarloo Campground – new tabletops and seats, Manna Gum trees for koala food. 

 

1.5.3 Other sites visited and assessed 
The depots at Kuitpo and Mount Crawford. 
 

1.5.4 Sustainability Criteria in scope of this audit  
These sections were assessed = 11.1.3, 11.1.4 – Forest conversion and requirements related to degraded forest, 11.2 
Forest ecosystem health, 11.3 Biodiversity, 11.1.3, 11.1.4 - Indigenous peoples’ rights, customary and traditional 
rights related to the forest land, 11.7 Social and economic benefits. 
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2 Global-Mark summary of main findings  
 
Positive comments with respect to the sustainable forest management system are as follows: 
1. Enhancements to the forest management platform via planned revision to its LRM. 
2. Opportunity for employees to enhance competencies, skills and knowledge with long–serving specialists such as 

Jackie and Brian passing on their knowledge. 
3. Biodiversity identification is likely enhanced by the fact sheet produced for Grevilia ilicifolia. 
4. Biodiversity planning is likely enhanced by the Plant Master MLR  spreadsheet that includes response to fire 

[Intolerant, Required, Tolerant] with rational shown using data from various States of Australia. 
5. A positive level of collaboration between ForestrySA and Lico in addressing operational constraints, with 

evidence of genuine effort to find practical solutions for difficult harvesting conditions, recover resource, adopt 
innovative harvesting systems, and improve product recovery. 

6. Operational focus appreciating the broader context where actions to legacy plantings are in now place. 
7. Consistently promotional use of Responsible Wood logo. 
 
Improvement matters with respect to the sustainable forest management system are as follows: 
1. More timely reaction to nonconformity in addressing issues identified by the Certification Body. 
2. Checking that external communication by the forest manager on its website has factually correct information 

related to its current certification including its defined forest area.  
3. Reliable methods that make SDS for hazardous chemicals readily available as required under the legislation.  
4. Having methods for monitoring, analysis and evaluation that ensure credible and valid results though capturing 

additional evidence by way of comments or photos rather than a no/yes inspection checklists type report. 
5. Ensuring that litter from forest management activities is promptly cleaned up, collected and removed in an 

environmentally responsible manner.  
6. Further steps to strengthen integration between conservation personnel and operational planning teams. 
7. Adopting more best practice at harvest operations. 
8. Some aspects of the Mount Crawford depot and associated infrastructure are becoming dilapidated, where 

planning could improve by consideration of the longer-term future of the facility. 
 

3 Details of the defined forest area 
 

3.1 Description of forest management units and the geographic location of defined forest area  
This remains unchanged. There are two basic forest management units, being natural forest areas managed for 
ecosystem services, and exotic pine plantations managed for wood production, although some ecosystem services, 
such as recreation and mountain bike riding happen in some of the plantations. 
 

3.2 Information on where further details of the defined forest area may be accessed 
Further details can be found online here: https://www.forestrysa.com.au/forest-management/ 
 

3.3 The actual size of the defined forest area  
The Defined Forest Area managed by ForestrySA on behalf of the South Australian Government comprises Proclaimed 
Forest Reserve, under the Forestry Act 1950 (SA). Figures are based on what is reported in the ForestrySA Annual 
Report. The area is 20,204 hectares as reported on the Responsible Wood website. 
 
 

4 Additional information  

4.1 Any applicable qualifications for scale and intensity  
ForestrySA has a medium scale in relation to the # operations in its pine plantation FMU, some seasonality 
restrictions, and relatively narrow geographic spread in the Adelaide Hills/Mount Lofty Ranges and Fleureau. For its 
ecosystem services its scale is similar though likely to be higher given at peak periods of visitor activity. Intensity is 
high in relation to the risks and/or benefits of its impacts such as chemical use, aerial activities, mechanical 
operations, and fire control. 
 

https://www.forestrysa.com.au/forest-management/
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4.2 Certification decision  
We believe that the organization listed above at the site listed above has the capability to systematically meet the 
requirements of the standard (listed above), and for the activities/products listed on the Global-Mark scope of 
certification. 
 
 
Review team declaration: 
We confirm that for the purpose of this review: 

• We did not have any conflict of interest with and are fully independent from the company listed above. 
• The review team had sufficient resources, and competences to complete its review and reach its 

conclusions summarised here. 
• We had the appropriate credentials to perform this review in accordance with Global-Mark Pty Ltd and 

applicable accreditation requirements. 
Comment and disclaimer on this report: 

• This summary report does not and should not be seen as advice.  Please consult a qualified advisor or 
consultant for advice. 

• Due to the sampling nature of third-party business reviews, the time available and samples size, some 
issues, nonconformance, non-compliances or improvements might not have been identified in the present 
audit summarised reported.  This does not imply that these issues do not exist or are in conformance or 
compliance.  Employees, management, and other stakeholders of the organization need to and are 
responsible for, continuously identifying and taking necessary controls to ensure continued conformance 
with the standard. 

• Readers of this report should make judgement taking the above into account. 
• The summary report has been prepared for the abovementioned client/ business to make publicly available 

without request. 

 

End of summary report 
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Document Information and Revision History of Template 

Document Number & Name AS 4708 / NZS 4708 Summary Report 

Original Author(s) Wayne Tibbits 
 

Revision Date Author(s) Notes 

0 5th July 2019 Dr W. Tibbits Initial release in new format. Excludes personal information of 
confidential nature from content. 

1 17th March 
2023 

Dr W. Tibbits Revised release for passing on to Program Manager to use for 
accreditation to AS/NZS 4708: 2021. 

2 30/7/23 Emily Silberberg Revised after JASANZ finding during transition to AS/NZS 4708: 
2021. 

3 27th August 
2024 

Dr W. Tibbits New format to more clearly align to Scheme Rules, simplify the 
summary, and report by section not tabular format. 

 

 


